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INTRODUCTION

Moines and the Polk
County Boznd of Smpervisors established the
Neighborhood Revitaliration Progzam in the early
1920k to heldp stabilize and improve Des Moines
nefghborhoods. To cocedinate this progem, the
Gity's Commruerity Development Depariment formed
the Weighborhood Dewvelopmens Division.

The Neighborhood Revitzizzation Progrzm wses a
stzziegy that calls for meighborhood residents, the
Cty of Des Modnes, Pollc Cournty,. and local business
leaders to develop 2 pudblic/privete partneshio that
afdresses revitalization #swes within the Gy, To
participate, recognized neighborhoods st
submit an appication and make a2 presentztion to
the Meighborhood Revitaliration Board. The
nesghborhood planning prooess refies oo 2ctive
resident groups to identify oitical neighborhood
issues in their zsea. The siaff of the Nefghborhood

and planmng coondination. Reishborhood Plzrning
sk work with the meighborhood group o develop
and implement approprizte goals z2ad a feasible
action plan. These neighbochood plans provide 2
list of actities and identify pariies responsibie
for implementation. The success of the
revitalizatiom effort depends on 2 continued
coordingtion of efforts among the reighborhood
orgasization, the City, the County, and other
private ogarraboes.

Thiis plan was prepared theough 2 joint offort of
the City of Des Moines Neighborhood Develooment
Diwvision of the Commumity Dewelopment
Department and the Greeswood Historic
Neaghborhood Association. The approved plam
becomes an amendment to the City's
Compreiensive Plan and an ongeing guide
affecting future policy decisions For the
reighborhood.
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DLSCRIPTION

The Greenwood Hisboric Neighborhood is located
in the heart of the ity 2ad #s generally boend by
Grand Avenue to the north, 315t Sereet fo the east,
the milmad fracks to the soutd and 37th Street to
the west. It is minutes 2way from the centsal
business district, the airport, parks, horee stables,
tr=ils, edecational fadlities, shopping, Intemstste
235, and medical facilities.

Greeswood Historic enjoys the advantzages of city
life while maintzining 2 umique sense of rued @ls
This calm is created by s fimited access from
yrzed Avemme, hilly termain, mature tress znd
plarts, Among the Bills and trees 15 an exceflent
mix of housing stock from the twn of the centurny
to the mid 1900s that resge in size from 1,200
sg. ft. o 9,800 sg. ft. This comd@ration of termin
ad vegetatmon, along with spectaosfar wiews of
the Raconon River fipod plain and the downbown,
make Greenwood Histonc one of Des Moines’ most
pictizesgue neighborhoods.
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By the late 1860s Grand Awvenoe west of downtown
was beroming the location of preference. As morne
people moved to the arez these was an inoreasing
desire for cty services. In 1881 the City of
Lreenwood Fark was incorporzted with the
boundaries of Center Street (north), 28th Strest
(east), the Raccoon River (south) and §2nd Strect
(west). The City of Greenwood Park was short lived
because in 1890 the State approved legisiation
that alowed the City of Des Moines to annex it
and four other suburhs.

The sputfezastem gearter of the original Gty of
Greenwond Park #= what we today call the
developed during the kate 18005 into the second
gecade of the twentieth centery, cossisted of Lange
homes, in many cases architect-designed. These
homes om lamge lots were ooozpied By feading
businesspeople asd Sniorporated elementis of

A second phase of housing was bo¥s between the
two Word Wars and consisted of more moderate
homes ocoupied by middle and upper middle dlass
sesidents. Although smaller in size. these homes
in mostly Tudor and Colomial Revival siyles, blend
well with the earlier anchfecturat shyfles.

While the physical development of the Greenwood
Hastoric Meighdorhood is intriguing it pales in
comparnison ko the unique indrifduals who have
Fome of some of Des Moines” most accomplished
inclndng; a Vice-president of the United States,
two LS. Seceetacies of Agricufture, 2 ULS. Senator,
five major publishers, a four-star general, Deafee
Uniwersity presidents, and numerous Bishops,
dociors, lawyers, inventors. entreprensers, mes
and women chvic leaders.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

The construction of meltifamily mesidences and expansion of Wesley Acres Retirement Commurity on
Grand Avenee aocount for most of this growth.
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Totzl Pog 200,587 BT 193,187 198,682
Titad Minordty Pop 12,408 18,355 20,7 35,188
et Minodty  6.2% e 108% 17.7%




The Greenwood Histeric Neighborhood Bas 2 very laege elderly population. OF the 1,557 sesadents,
45.4% are 60 years old or older versus 15.8% for the Gy 25 2 whole. This relativity high pestentage
c2n be aitributed to the Wesley Aces Retirement Dommunity 2=d lengthy tesure of many residents.

Aoe Groog City % of ity Green His % of Green His
13 to 24 Years 21,071 10.6% 175 8.0%
25 to 29 Years 16375 Br% 5 - &0%
30 to 39 Years 31,870 16.0% 53 5.0%
40 to 49 Years 78,366 143% 17z 11.0%
50 to 59 Years 20,335 10.2% 153 12.4%
50 o 69 Years 12,916 5% 171 1.8%
70 to 84 Years 14,814 7.5% 5 2.2%

Total Popelation 168,652 1D 1,557 100




HOUSING DATA

The Greeswood Historic Neighborhood is composed of primarily single-family homes of good geality
and condition, resulting in relatively high property walnes. The meighborhood 35 2lso charadterized by
several large muiti-famBy bufidings along Grand Avenue.

TVRES DE RLCIDLATIAL STRUCTR
Singi=-Ffammily Dz Apt Buiidings  Condo/Townhowse Complen  Refiremest Home  Total
174 1 2 I E I 5

Age of Housing 1538 1937 1037 11 1952 1928




LAND USE AND ZONING
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Intows Estates Residential
ogs of up to 2 undts per acme.

Low Density Resideniial

Arezs developed with single-family homes and
duplexes legal 25 of December 31, 1998, with up
tn § w=Fx per acre.

High Density Residential
Areas developed with high-rise and mid-rise
muttsfamily buildings with over 17 ovts per acre.

Fariflipen Spare
Uses including parks, golf courses, trails, zoos,

FublicSema-Public
Uses such 25 government faclities, schools, and
hospitals

[UNING TCRMH

Pannes Uit Development (PUD)

faning classification desigoed for large-scale
dgevelopments that require the developer to create
3 master plan for 2 site that specfically shows
how the site will be developed. This classihication
is wewy useful becawse it allows the iy and the
developer to custonmize reguiations to the site and
gives the [y mom input on the design,

-3

Toning classHiration that allows for single-femily,
duplswes and muttifamily dwellings to be developed
3t 3 medfum density,

R4

Loming classfficaton that allows for single-Tamily,
duplees and multiianmiyy dwellings to be developed
#t a Bagh densitw.

Ri1-80

Toning classification that allows for the
devetooment of low density single-family dwelfings
to be developed on a bot with 2o 30 foot frontage
and a2 minimam area of 50,000 sgaare feet.




IMPLEMENTATION

Implemeniation of the plan is the kardest part of
tiee Keighborhood Revitalizaton Program. To be
successful, it is imperative that the presest
ollzEoration befween the Gty of Des Moises and
the Greenwood Histonc Keighborhood Assocation
continees to exist and grow. It will also reges=
the following:

1. Strong and active leadership from the
Geeenwond Histonc Neighborhood Associztion;

2. Contirsed commitment and support from the
Des Moines ity Councl and the Polk County
Board of Supervisors; and

3. Technical assistance from Neighbochood
Planning and other Gty Staff.

The Neighbochood Revitalization Program is not
intended to be a permanent commitment of
resoarces to a specific neighborhood. The goal is
to sobtve specific prionty problems that sequire
some intensive work and erhamce the
neighborfecd. This neighborbood entered the
Designated Meighborhood Program as 2 stable
neighborhood based on:

1. Housing conditions;
£. PFroperty values;
3. Proportion of homeowners to renbers; and

4. Home szles foamation,
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The Neighbochood Development Diwision will
oonduct periodic assessments of the progress of a
parboefar plan and will ecommend that the
program B= ended cnce the work plan has been
pompistec. It 15 possibie that certain acnities
may be wmvestigated sod fousd pok o be feasible
or require an oreeasonable demand of resourtes.
Deace 3 plan has been foasd to be complete, a
repart is prepared with input from the
neighborhood orgznization and Foneerded o the
Neighborbood Revitalization Boand. Pending its
appeowal, the recommendation will be foneanded
tn the Bies Moines {Bty Doyl and the Polk County
Board of Supervisors for final approval At this
point the neighborhood becomes a C(harter
Neighborhped 2nd is phased out of the
Neighborhood Revitaiizzfion Progre.




GLOSSARY

Chaster Neighborhood
A Recognized Neighberhood winch has an aponowved
Flzn wnder the Meighborhood Revitalizafion

iFrogram

(P

Capital [mprovement Program; the (s fveyear
budget and schedule of infrestructure eojects

City
ity of Des Moines, Fowa; includes the City {ouncil,
ity Manager's ffice and 2ll operting departments

A Recognized Neighborhood which Bas been
selected to participate im the Hesghborhood
Revitalization Program

GHNA
Greeswood Historic Neighborhood Association

NI&?

Keighborhood Infrastnectume Rehakdlitation
Program; a program operated by the Gity's Public
Works Department to improve infrastrecture in
Designated Neighborhoods

NEH

Neighborhood Revitatization Bozed: a Gty Couscil
appuinted citizen board charged with making
policy recomeendabions mganding the by MRP
and Consofidated Planning process for federal funds

NRF

Neighborhood Revitalization Program; a
comprehersive zpproach to revitalizing Des Mognes’
merighborhoods, initiated by the City Coundil besed
on the reosmmendation &= a 1990 repot prepased
by comsultant Stockand & Engler, Inc.

Recognized Meighborfood

A neighborfhood with an active assodiation that
wéwmitted an appiicaton to the City (ool 2nd
in turm was approved as hawing an offically

SRS (Spring Cleanup to Reduce Urbas Blight)
SLRIEB cl=an-zp days provide a free drop-off site
for non-harardows trash and yand waste on selected
Saturday mormings from early Aprl to late October.
SCRUB events are cooedinated by neighborhood
zssociations with the assistance of the Community
Services and Pubbic Words peowiding dumpsters,
I==dfill Fees, and security.




PHUSICAL ERYIRORMENT
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PUVSICAL CHYIRONMENT
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COMMUNITY CRAANCEMERTS
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GRECHWOOD HISTORIC HEIGHRORHOD - EXISTING LONING MAp
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GRECNWOOD HISTORIC EIGHRORHDOD - £XISTING LAND USE MAP
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GRECHWOOD HISTORIC NEIGHRORHUOOD - 2020 COMMUNITY CHARACIER PLAN
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PRLSCHTATION AND APPROVAL OF
GREENWOOD HISTOAIC
HEIGHRORHOOD PLAN

Greenwood Historic
Neighborhood Association
10-7-02

Meighborhood Revitalization Board
10-16-02

Plan & Zoning Commission
10-17-02

Des Moines City Council
11-4-02

Polk County Board of Supervisors
12-17-02





